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in the hall of the Free Economic Society. By that time it
counted upward of two hundred members.
The historical manifesto which granted the country a
constitution was issued on the lyth of October, 1905, and
on the same day "The Bulletins (Izviestiya) of the Soviet
of Workmen's Deputies," a purely revolutionary organ, be-
gan to be printed in turn in several printing houses. Need-
less to say, this was done in spite of the owners of the
presses, who were far from being revolutionaries.
At the time when I entered upon my office (the i8th of
October), this Workmen's Soviet appeared at the first
glance to be a considerable power, for the reason that it
was obeyed by the working masses, the printers included.
The last circumstance was of particular importance, for it
meant that the newspapers were to a certain extent controlled
by the Soviet, since the publication of the papers depended,
in the last account, upon the willingness of the printers to
work. The printers' devotion to the Soviet affected most
intimately A. S. Suvorin, the editor and publisher of Novoye
Fremya. This great newspaper was first of all a profitable
business establishment and had for a long time been treated
as such by its owner. He was a talented publicist and a pa-
triot, but with the growth of his profits and vast fortune,
he was willing to sacrifice more and more of his ideals and
talents to the interests of his pocket. He started his jour-
nalistic career without a penny to his name and died the
owner of a fortune estimated at five million rubles. Yet
several months before he died he expressed his dissatisfac-
tion with Russia. Had he lived and worked in America, he
complained, he would have accumulated tens of millions,
while in Russia he had made but a miserable fortune of some
two or three million rubles.
The Workmen's Soviet met on October i8th and decided
to declare a general strike, as an expression of the work-
men's dissatisfaction with the manifesto. Nevertheless,